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Sectionalism
Economic Differences

North – Industrialized / railroads
South – Farming / agarian economy

Social or Cultural Differences
North – Reform movements
South – Long traditions / slavery

Political Differences
North – Federal rights / taxes & tariffs
South – State rights 

-
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Missouri Compromise - 1820
-Slave state vs Free state

Missouri wants state to become a state

Need to balance states for political reasons

Henry Clay - Creates a compromise
Missouri - Slave state
Maine - Free state
360 300 Parallel line - No slavery NORTH of line
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Wilmot Proviso
1846
Congressman David Wilmot first introduced the proviso in the 

United States House of Representatives 

Goal was to make the issue of slavery a topic in national 
politics.  To this point it was avoided or dodged.  

Sectionalism
Highlighted the differences between the South’s and 
North’s economy to the forefront.

Political Differences
North – Pushed the recognition that slavery was banned in 

                     Northern states
South –  Forced Southern politicians to defend their stand

                      on slavery
-



Compromise of 1850



Compromise of 1850
-Henry Clay creates another compromise:

1. California is a FREE state
2. Utah & New Mexico Territory to be decided 

by popular sovereignty (people there vote)
3. Texas dropped its claim to land north of the  

32nd parallel north
4. Slave trade was abolished in Washington, 

D.C. (but not slavery itself)
5. The Fugitive Slave Act was strengthened
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Fugitive Slave Act
Part of Compromise of 1850

Infuriates the North
Illegal to assist or hide runaway slaves
You must return to owner

Nicknamed the Bloodhound Law

Black men & women must carry papers

Kidnappings – Free blacks are taken all the time 
(Solomon Northup)
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Uncle Tom’s Cabin - 1852
Harriet Beecher Stowe

Connecticut teacher

Goal was to expose the reality of slavery
Humanity can be saved through Christianity

         Inspired many to join the abolition movement

No. 1 Novel for Century.  

Reaction 
North – Horrified by stories 
                Felt they had to do something
               A must read novel

South – Insulted. Felt misrepresented.
                     Banned the book

-


