
1st Amendment Freedom of Expression / Religion                                                             
Guarantees the right to the freedoms of speech, press, and religion. 
Protects the right to petition the government. 

2nd Amendment Guarantees the people’s right to own and bear arms for their defense. 

3rd Amendment Citizens cannot be forced to quarter soldiers during times of peace. 

4th Amendment Citizens cannot be forced to subject themselves to seizure and search 
without a search warrant and probable cause. 

 

5th Amendment Prohibits abuse of governmental authority in legal procedures. Establishes 
rules for indictment by eminent domain and grand jury. Guarantees the 
due process rights. Protects citizens from self-incrimination and double 
jeopardy. 

6th Amendment 

 

Guarantees fair and speedy jury trial and the rights to know the 
accusation, the accuser, and to find counsel and witnesses. 

8th Amendment Forbids exorbitant bails and fines and punishment that is unusual or cruel. 

13th Amendment Except as punishment for criminal offense, forbids forced-slavery and 
involuntary servitude. 

14th Amendment Details Equal Protection Clause, Due Process Clause, Citizenship Clause, 
and clauses dealing with the Confederacy and its officials. 

15th Amendment Reserves citizens the suffrage rights regardless of their race, color, or 
previous slave status. 

19th Amendment Reserves women’s suffrage rights. 

26th Amendment  Reserves the right for citizens 18 and older to vote. 

 


