
PRIMARY SOURCE 
DOCUMENTS



DEFINITION

Material from or directly related to the past

Actual records that have survived from the 
past

Document or physical object that was written 
or created during the time under study



EXAMPLES

• Diaries, journals, speeches, interviews, 
letters, memos

• Records or information collected by 
government agencies

• Records of organizations (meeting minutes) 
Newspaper or journal articles 

• Photographs, audio recordings and moving 
pictures or video recordings



QUESTIONS TO ASK

• What is it?

• Who wrote or made it?

• When was it written or made?

• Where was it written or made?

• How was it written or made?



QUESTIONS TO ASK

• Why was this document/object written or 
made?

• Who was the intended audience/user?

• What makes it reliable or unreliable?

• What does the document reveal about the 
period during which it was created?







APHITS

A – Author’s Purpose  

P – Point of View

H – Historical Context

I – Intended Audience

T – Thesis :  Main idea of the source

S – Significance: Why is it important to history?


