Confucianism

T]us pLﬂosophy»rehglon is based on t]:Le ‘ceac]mngs of a man named
Corﬁucras, who lived in China in the 6 cen’au:y B.C. During this
time China was experiencing great turmoil. The rulers and their rich

supporters taxed the peoPle very heavﬂy, _Wars ragecl and many People |

suffered.
Confucius was a teacher who Wan’ced to see his land led ]ay rulers

Wl’lO were sincere, har&-woxlzmg , generous, 1oyal and respect{;ul 0£
others. Ie conveye& his ’ceaclmlgs i:hxoug’h proverbs, or sayings about
behavior. His sayings were collected in a book called The Analects.

These sayings gm&e the actions of 't]lOSB who follow Con£u01us and
his teachu:tgs

Confucius “thoug]:ﬁc society was best-served if it was based on what

e called the five Ielaﬁons]:rips ruler and sul)jec’c parent and chﬂ&
husband and wife, p elder sﬂahng and younger 511)]_111g ; and friend and
{riend. He tauglj’c that in each relai:lons]mp ; people had duties and
Iesponsﬂaﬂl’cles toward the other. All but the frend and friend
Ielaﬁons]:lip had a superior (rulel:, parent, etc.) who needed to set a
goocl example for and protect the other persorn. In return, the other
person would return absolute loyalty, obedience and respect to the
superior. If everyone followed the rules , Confucius taught people
could live in peace and harmony Confucius also stressed absolute
onalty, respect, and obedience to ones elders, parents and ancestors.
Even to&ay, Confucian P]:Jlosophy continues to mﬂuenoe Chinese
society. People in China have great respect for their parents and
elders. The belief that peace and harmonjr come from discip]jne and
obedience is evidenced ]337 the respect for the strct government. China
still accepts relations}aips where]sy men are superior to wormen, the old

are revered ljy the young, and the ruler 113,8 the obedience of the
ﬁu]a}ecf:s
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Lao-tse, a Chinese p]:ﬂosopher in the 6% century BC, is credited as
the founder of Taoism. Like Confucius, Lao-tse witnessed many
’crouja]jng things in his homeland. The Zhou dynas’cy wasg crum}a]jng and
could not lzeep the peace. Life was chaotic-and the Chinese people did
not feel secure. These events led Lao-tse to believe that humans cannot
de end on others for llappmess and secunty Ins’ceacl he ’caug]fc peop]e
Shoultl try to find one-ness with the “Tao” oL the 1aws of nature.

Taoist teac}mlgs were also somewhat of a ‘reaction to the strict rules
for society laid out by Confucianism. Taoism, therefore, teaches that
life should not be controlled ]Jy rules, 1aws, and ceremony. Ins’ceacl,
people should lead simple, peaceful lives in llarmony with their natural
surroundings and their own inner nature.

Taoist belief is centered on nature. Taoists believe the natural world
serves as a guicle for human behavior. For example, Lao-tse would argue
that animals like mice do not live })y greecl or a need for glory, but
accordmg to the world in which they live.

To achieve harmony in their ]_IVGS, Lao-tse taug]nt people to balance
the opposite forces of nature — the “yin and the yang.” He preache& that
goocl. and bad are connec’r:e& so it is anossx]ale to have one without the
other. Happiness cannot exist without sadness because without sa,dness,
no one could know what happmess 18.

Taoists speak of the Three Jewels of the Tao: compassion, moderation
and humﬂity, and try to live their lives with these qua]ities. Most
importa.nﬂy, though, Taoists revere nature which can be seen in how
nature is por’cra}fecl in Chinese art and literature. Chinese paintings, for
example often show Calm, such as a mountain, in the same scene as a
violent storm. Humans are often por’ci:ayed as small compa.recl to the
natural world.

Taoism is still prac’ticec]. ’co&ay }J}T millions of people mostly in C]Jjna,

Theiland, Singapore, and Mala.ysm However, Taoists have no place of
WOIS}JlP or defined re]lglous practices.
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Rorn circa 600 BC Born circa 551 BC

Though Lao Tzu probably fved around the same time near the same place and
vnder the Chow dynasty fke Confuctus, the philosopfiles of the two men are quite
different. What might a conversation discussing their ideas Aave been fike, had
4t occurrred? Read this skit to find out. . ‘ :

Confucius - Greetings, 0ld Wise One, Lao Tzu. (bows slightliy)

Lao Tzu - (nods in refurn) Greetings, young Master. You have made quite a name
for yourself in our land. ‘

Confucius - Thank you, Old Sage. You are well known for your wisdorn. Ttis an
honor to speak with you. :

Lao Tzu - And yei, we do not agree. We see the world and our country in very
different ways. Our phi osophies are, in fact, opposite on many issues.

Confucius - T am sure that Lao Tan knows that one of my teachings is to value age,

for with age comes wisdom. I believe we should show respect for all, and particularly
our elders. . :

Lao Tzu - And as you elder I appreciate that, however Jet us move past our polite
greetings. As I am certain the Young Teacher knows, I believe that we must follow
The natural order of the world. Tf it were meant that you and I should meet, then it
was also meant that we should speak of matters that are important to us. Tell me,
Young, Master, why do you teach people to strive so hard for an education? Even i
they are not striving for wealth, they are siill seeking something to be proud about. Is
schooling not just one more thing which forces men to compete with each other?

Confucius - I know that the Wise One does not like it when men show pride in their
achievements, but you are right in saying that seeking edueation is unlike seeking
wealth. Education makes one superior, not money. Tt is not only respect that we seek;
tis also our own happiness, and education makes us happy- ‘

1ao Tzu - Nature makes me happy. Happiness comes from following the natural
order and acting in the moment. 1s schooling not just one more thing that forces men
t0 strive to succeed? T believe that striving to succeed makes people unhappy. If we
do not sirive o succeed, we cannot fail. He who never fails always succeeds, and be
who always succeeds is all-powerful and so is happy-

Confueius - Perhaps, but now T have a question for you. I would like to ask about
governiment. As you know, 1 believe that rulers should keep order. Rulers should care
for the people and make decisions that are good for them and in furn, the people will
support and obey their rulers. An orderly society is a calmer, safer, and more
pleasant place. But you disagree. Could you please explain wiy?
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T.ac Tzu - What is more pleasant than lying in a meadow among beautiful flowers?
Flowers do nof have rules and laws to live by. Animals live their lives without rules,
and aren’t humans animals? We eat, sleep, breath, ltive, die, and make laws. The
more people iry to change the nature of the world, the worse the world becomes.

Confucius - But respectfully, people are not flowers or animals for that matter.
Animals have to kil or be Killed to survive. We cannot allow people to kill and be
killed in our society. We need laws to prevent people from hurting one another.

.20 Tzu - And what if people did hurt other people? Perhaps it would be best to ask

why people burt others. It gets us back to trying to compete. People commit crimes
to gain wealth or out of jealousy of others.

Confuecius - It is human nature. Everyone in the world would have to think exactly
like you to prevent viclence, and 1 Jor't think that will bappen. This is why we need
government and Jaws. '

Lao Tzu - The Young Master is correct in saying that we disagree on this subjectas I
believe that government action just disrupts the natural order of things. So let us
move on to another subject. Let us talk sbout what I call the “Tao” or “Path.” My
philosophy centers on the individual. I believe that each person has an individual
Path through life. You, on the other hand, are concerned far more about what is best

for the whole: the family, the town, the country.. Can you explain to me what you
mean?

Confucius - Again, I must emphasize order in society. We live together in groups, so
we must be concerned about other people. We must be courteous, kind, generous,
honest, and respectful to others. We should treat others as we ourselves would want
1o be treated. If we do these things, we can all live together peacefully.

Lao Tsu - But our Path may not be a peaceful one. We must live the life we have
been offered to the fullest. Life comes without warning and it can go just as suddenly.
We should live our lives so that we have no regrets at the end.

Confucius - 0ld Sage, it sounds like you are saying that people should “Eat, drink,
and be merry, for tomorrow we may die.” With respect, I must say I think that
approach seems very selfish.

1.ao Tzu - I do not believe we should be selfish at all. Selfishness means that we are

trying to gain something: wealth, food, dlothing, education, or such. In fact we should
not try to gain anything at all. We should simply accept and appreciate both the good

and the bad — yin and yang if you will - and follow our own Path. Our life is ours to
enjoy. '

Confucius - I fear that we may not agree on aily topics at all.

Iao Tzu - That may be true, Young Master, but I have truly enjoyed our .

conversation. Ifindit wonderful that our Paths have crossed.

Confucius - This has indeed been an interésﬁng discussion, but now I must be on

. Ioy way-

Lao Tzu - And I must relax and enjoy what is left of my life. Good-by, Young Master.
Confucius - Good-bye, Old Wise One.
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